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Planning for a
Financial Cushion
A financial cushion provides added security for unexpected
expenses or income gaps. Use this checklist to build and
maintain one.

9 steps Print-ready A4

N A M E S T A R T T A R G E T  D A T E

1 Define Your Cushion Amount
Decide how much you want to save, beyond your emergency fund.

E X A M P L E “Save an extra $10,000 as a financial cushion.”

2 Create a Savings Timeline
Set a realistic deadline to reach your goal.

E X A M P L E “Save $250 monthly to reach $10,000 in 3.5 years.”

3 Open a Separate Account
Use a dedicated account for your financial cushion to avoid mixing funds.

T I P Choose an account with no withdrawal penalties for easy access.
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Get the full version: every step with examples and tips, a reflection page,
no watermark.
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